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Illinois Children’s Healthcare Foundation Awards Nearly $2 Million in Grants

Funds Will Support Children’s Mental and Dental Health Projects 
HINSDALE, Ill. – To ensure all Illinois children have access to affordable and quality health care, the Illinois Children’s Healthcare Foundation (ILCHF) recently awarded 11 grants to organizations throughout the state.  Funding will support the establishment or expansion of mental health and oral health services for children to help fill the accessibility gaps many of them experience.
“ILCHF is the only grant-making organization that focuses on children’s health throughout the state. The Foundation supports programs that address the mental health needs of children, provide more developmental screenings, and improve access to oral health care services for children,” Dr. Peter E. Doris, chair of the ILCHF board of directors said.  
Since its inception in 2003, ILCHF has made investments designed to strengthen and expand the network of community health centers throughout the state.  The Foundation has encouraged unique methods for delivering care, including the use of mobile health units. ILCHF also has worked to increase the number of health professionals caring for children in the areas of the state with staffing shortages, and has helped primary care practices become more comprehensive in their care for children. 
“These grants represent actual dollars at work in our communities, to help all children living in Illinois,” Dr. Doris added. “Today, we continue to take the steps needed to set our children up for a lifetime of good health.”

The Foundation’s most recent grants further the important efforts to improve the quality of health care for all children living in Illinois. Organizations awarded grants, include:

Mental Health Programs 

· Access Community Health Network: $200,000 for the Best Beginnings – Mental Health and Primary Care for Children Project to support the construction of an infant mental health and development suite at the organization’s new clinic site in suburban Cook County.

· Chestnut Health Systems, Inc.: $192,657 for the Embedding Behavioral Health in Primary Care Project to introduce behavioral health services at two primary health care sites that are part of the Southern Illinois Healthcare Foundation. 
· Franklin-Williamson Human Services, Inc. and Affiliates: $110,000 for the Solutions for Youth Project to expand mental health services in the four school districts within Williamson County through two Mobile Counseling Units to provide on-site services at the schools.  

· Infant Welfare Society of Chicago: $100,000 for the Next Steps – Early Childhood Mental Health Project to expand its current pediatric mental health program that provides prevention, assessment and early detection services for children and to provide therapeutic services for families.  

· PCC Community Wellness Center: $79,000 to support the behavioral healthcare Transitions for Wellness program, to sustain current staffing at its Oak Park site and to expand services at its six locations across Chicago’s West side.
· University of Illinois at Chicago, Neighborhoods Initiative: $200,000 to support the UICNI/Mile Square Community Mental Health Expansion Project for High Risk Youth to introduce mental health services at the John B. Drake School in Southwest Chicago and the Mile Square Community Health Center in the city’s near-west side.

· Youth Guidance: $200,000 for the Yo Puedo/I Can Project to expand existing mental health services to the 2,100 high school students attending the Roberto Clemente Community Academy, through the Wildcats Student Health Center.

Developmental Programs 

· Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services: $131,507 is a fourth-installment of a grant to support the Enhancing Developmentally Oriented Primary Care program to train primary care practices to screen young children for developmental delays and disabilities, and social or emotional issues.
Oral Health Programs
· Heartland International Health Center: $299,487 for the Roosevelt High School Dental Site Project to establish a dental clinic at The Health Center at Roosevelt, which is a school-based health center located in Roosevelt High School in the Albany Park neighborhood of Chicago.
· Illinois Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics: $93,281 to expand the Bright Smiles from Birth Program, which attempts to prevent early childhood tooth decay and facilitate dental check-ups for young children through the education of pediatricians about oral health risks, screenings, referrals and the use of fluoride. 

· Kane County Health Department: $177,472 for the Oral Health Awareness and Health Access Project to purchase a mobile health van to travel to local schools and community settings and provide screenings, preventative services, education and information about dental and medical centers for children in Kane County.
# # #

About Illinois Children’s Healthcare Foundation

The Illinois Children’s Healthcare Foundation was formed in 2003 with one goal in mind: to improve the health of all Illinois children.  Through the release of targeted RFPs and proactive, ongoing funding, ILCHF works to eliminate the barriers that prevent children from regularly accessing high-quality health care.  Since 2004, the Foundation has awarded more than $20 million in grants to organizations serving children’s health needs across the state.  Please visit www.ilchf.org for more information about the Illinois Children’s Healthcare Foundation.
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